CHAPTER   VI.

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIANITY.

TT would seem impossible that any scheme of salvation
founded on Pauline lines, that is to say on the work of a
Mediator between God and man, should be complete and
harmonious at all points until the Mediator who is to reconcile
God and Man is possessed of a truly representative nature and
character. He must, that is to say, be both very Man and
very God, perfect ideal Man and infinite eternal God. Very
man he must be, if his sufferings and death are to win for him
the sympathy of suffering human souls; perfect man he must be
if he is to stand before a Pure and Holy God to make inter-
cession for the sins of men* Very God, again, he must be if
his suffering and humiliation are to take the deepest hold on
the heart of humanity; Eternal God he must be if his
mediatorial function is to resist the encroachments of all-
devouring Time which in its onward flux washes away with it
the memory of all mortal things. If this he true, we should
expect to find Apostolic Christianity bridging in its evolution
the gulf that separates the Jesus of the Synoptic Gospels who
is represented as subject to temptation, to weakness, to passion,
to anger, ignorance and despair, from the Jesus of John, who
is the Eternal Logos of God come'down to earth as complete
and perfect man* This interval, it is needless to say, was not
bridged by a single step, but its successive stages may be seen
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